DeHart Park
Report from Engineering, Public Works & Planning Committee
April 15, 2025

1. The Committee supports the recommendation of the Township Engineer and consulting engineers VHB to reconstruct the DeHart Park playing field as an all-grass field that is based on high school sports dimensions, can accommodate multiple sports, and eliminates the existing softball field. The Committees agrees that the new design will permit the resting of portions of the field from organized sports play, allowing grass to grow and be healthy.

2. The Committee asks the Engineering Team to:
a. Evaluate and report on the positives and negatives of using a sand based versus a soil/compost based field; 
b. Evaluate and report on the capacity of the current stormwater drainage system to accommodate the water from the field and that the use of this drainage system would not cause neighborhood flooding;
c. Include more tree planting along the perimeter of the playing field fence and in other parts of DeHart Park; and
d. Consider opportunities to create passive park space in grass areas outside the playing field fence for use by park users for picnics, sitting and other types of non-sports activities.

3. The Committee asks the Department of Community Services to: 
a. Evaluate the current permit system for field use to ensure it is equitable, fair and transparent and includes time on the field for non-organized, recreation use by park users;
b. Develop an overall field management plan for DeHart and all Maplewood parks to ensure that fields are not overscheduled, and enforcement practices, including rules of field usage and the open/closed status of all parks, is clearly communicated to residents;
c. Evaluate field usage at all Maplewood parks to ensure that softball activities are not impacted by the elimination of the DeHart softball field and that other sports, such as Ultimate Frisbee and field hockey, are scheduled for DeHart Park; and 
d. Consider offering more Department field programs in DeHart Park.

4. The Committee asks the Department of Public Works to
a. Evaluate the recommended field maintenance plan for DeHart and create a similar maintenance plan for all Maplewood parks/athletic fields; and
b. Report on the cost to perform the recommended field maintenance at Dehart and other Maplewood parks, either though in-house operations or a private contractor.

5. The Committee acknowledges that Maplewood will no longer have a lighted softball field. Future consideration should be given to the installation of lights in another Maplewood park to accommodate evening softball practices and games.
